
 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
John Shepelwich  
(540) 985-2968 
jeshepelwich@aep.com 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
APPALACHIAN POWER REVIEWS OPTIONS BRINGING POWER TO SOUTHERN VIRGINIA INDUSTRIAL 
PARK; INFORMATIONAL OPEN HOUSE SET JAN. 9 
 
ROANOKE, Va., Dec. 27, 2018 – Appalachian Power will conduct feasibility studies to support business 

and economic development at the Southern Virginia Mega Site at Berry Hill. The utility is proposing 

alternatives for designing new electric transmission facilities to provide a robust electrical system to 

industrial park tenants.  

 Initial studies for the Berry Hill Energy Connection Project include alternatives for approximately 

5 miles of 138-kilovolt (kV) transmission line and a substation in the industrial park near Danville. The 

new line would connect an existing Appalachian Power transmission line to the new substation.   

 Appalachian Power and the Pittsylvania – Danville Regional Industrial Facility Authority (RIFA) 

are collaborating on potential solutions for powering the industrial park. The 3,528-acre park is the 

largest such site in the state and includes 12 industrial lots, with the largest lot exceeding 2,000 acres. 

The site is considered a premier location for prospective large-scale automotive, electronics and 

aerospace manufacturing companies.  

“We understand the importance of getting power to this park”, said Amanda Cox, Appalachian 

Power external affairs manager. “Our team is working closely with RIFA to make sure we address all of 

its needs while minimizing impacts to the environment and community.”  

Preliminary study segments for the power line route begin inside the industrial park and travel 

northwest across Pittsylvania County. They travel in various directions toward U.S. Route 58 before 

connecting with the existing power line.   

 The next phase of review includes community input to gauge feasibility of the study segments--

or route alternatives--to determine a final proposed route for the power line.  

 Appalachian Power invites landowners and community members to an open house Wednesday, 

Jan. 9, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at Brosville Elementary School, 195 Bulldog Lane, Danville. There will be no 

formal presentation and attendees can come and go at any time.  
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 “The open house allows us to present our initial studies to the community,” Cox said. “All 

comments received at the open house are considered by our planners during the process determining a 

final line route.”  

 The identification of a suitable route for the 138-kV line requires approval from Pittsylvania 

County’s Board of Zoning. If approved, construction of the line and substation will take less than 12 

months and would not start until the industrial park secures a tenant.  

 Additional information about the project and a searchable map is available online at 

AppalachianPower.com/BerryHill.  

Appalachian Power has 1 million customers in Virginia, West Virginia and Tennessee (as AEP 

Appalachian Power). It is a unit of American Electric Power, one of the largest electric companies in the 

United States. AEP is focused on building a smarter energy infrastructure and delivering new 

technologies and custom energy solutions to customers. AEP’s more than 18,000 employees operate 

and maintain the nation’s largest electricity transmission system and more than 219,000 miles of 

distribution lines to efficiently deliver safe, reliable power to nearly 5.4 million regulated customers in 

11 states. AEP also is one of the nation’s largest electricity producers with approximately 32,000 

megawatts of diverse generating capacity, including 4,340 megawatts of renewable energy.  
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